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Tore Reader. 


Ot wy warty or 61! tie of old rriunei oral rerdeowe!, 
(ww! ave mo! vol tbe I T I' a , i 1 4 Hr) they 7 81- 
1 att ) but oiely anty 44 antip 1 (09177 nd +18 ic re olwttlv [#8 
lonbe at Godt riery and the 4 bar 8 6! my owne ( ancient both 
to Gid ana Many, i ma « theft enjming Papers etiem 1»! Ligne, whahT 
lacly, mith all rum lity and hu rt, preſeried by the ban10' a ( olomell my 
worthy friend to his Exceherty, ant ihe reft 8! 144 ( onnen off Warre: 
Indeed, 1 am per/Wa it { that (io vt Jmres, ani loak; 's 'm the general 
g97-4n mos 0" nur /þ1 Wi, who behold the eArm) moe with FErYOMr, than 
with leve and charu "X whh [ doe net ) [ome men (þr {ly to a(ert both hus 
riobitcomſneſſe a1 thew owne uprighineſſe am: dt, ani af an/ the crooked 
and pert ere T1341 1-0, of ethers, ” thi nntewar i (lt ener alien, wha þ us ready 
os {ather upon Go ( and the Cliaiftian Reformed Kilipion, ore of the moſh a- 
deli evan, aelermed, and pr 0dig ions 1ſſmes thai ever the (71 pt hearts of 
the men of this World conerrven, thew unbridled perrer brou!ht forth, or the 
Sun bekeld. 

Wherefere, 44 net by my affent, ſo neither by my filence muſt I bave any 
hand in the mu iwfery of /6 men} 04 prodnuttions, which [terar to threatew 
the rnine of the Ring. an the /nbrerting the fmndamentall onſtuutiont of 
Pwlamen, Lawes, and Liberticr. 

A ex!, ts the betraving and killing of Clriſt, was threw fin, who ether 
dArenird. or de/evied Him 

T he unperwons torrent of preſet power having lroken all banks of 
Amucieut Legal Formats, aff asres /terne 16% let ont t6/mch general and 
poplar diffufians, that they admit 19 other reſtraints, but theſe winch the 
00 wane Peoples afſents _ difſents, wy give 'o them. 


It us hard of among [nah a nawiiitnde of man, all our O; 


ant (Covmmtr, fuved ant civill ties will not ob taine (+ much of Loy ll nt 
rel rra19 Subjeits, as by a word or two both decently and ſeaſonably to en- 
terp?/e, When ( 41 the Lord liveth ) there ſeems to be but a ſtep between the 
life of our Soveraign Lor 1 the K ing,ant ſome violent death. 

Ae thinks I heare His Majeſty im His Agony, ſolitude, and expeflation 
of an enforced death, calling to me, and all other His Smbjeft;, Y ou that 
never believed My Life was ſought after in the botrome of this Warre 
bur My ſafety and Honour, you that never fought for Me, yet profeſ. 
ſed co abhorre the tizhting deſtinately againſt Me, or deſtroying of Me; 
Cannot you, dare not you now ſpeak one word to ſave My Life, and 
your own Sou'es ? ſhall your ſilence ſeem to encourage and make up 
. their ſaffrages, who therefore pretend they may, and will deitroy Mc, 
becauſe it pleaſeth you, and the generality of My people? 

For my owne part,as I hope to have communion with Gol in Chriſt, I dare 
wot have ary [cow ſlip with ſo foule a forme, as the Killing of the King, but 
rather I on9ht to reprove it, and fairly conteſt againſt it : whatever _ 
may be, yet [ thicke Him not criminal or obnoxious to any T ribunall but 
that of God, whole Depmtation, Antheriy, or (ommiſſion they can in no /ort 
(that I ſee) prod to any ſatrsfattion of religions mus, who at preſent w1- 
dertake to be H:s Tryers, Fudges, Condemners, and Deſtroyers, onely be- 
cauſe the KING ©: 17 their power. Whereas Gods ( ommiſſion warranting 
ſmch an Att ought to have not onely the ſt. amp and image of prevalent power 
on one fide, ( Whuch the moſt flagitions ations oft have ) but al/s the [aper- 
ſeription of his \vord, and the expreſſe ſignatures of his willgin the manicipall 
Lawes on the other fide, by all which, power « derrved, limited and war- 
ranted to ct with me leration ard riohtconſneſſe. 

I be/etch Ged to reftrain power, to ſoften hearts, and to fruftrate theſe 
prrpeſes, which to me ſeem to have ſo much of ſinne, Hell,and horronr ; that 
if I hated the Actors the moſt of any men, (which God knowes, I doe not 
but love ant pity them, and pray for them ) I could not few my hatred more 
againſt them than by wiſhing them ingaged,and /uffering them to £6 +1, and 
thus to fill up the meaſure of ther fines, by deſtroying Him, for whom [ 
bave alwaits been taught, and nov moſs of all to think it my dnty to cry a: 
lord, GOD Save Ins KING, 

Ss clearly poynting that ambiguous Verſe, which moſt men are afrail 
to A678 : 

_ Regemoccidere noli, Timere bonum eſt, 


-—- 


Hrs Excellency the L*. FAFRFANX, 
And bu Generall ( onncell of Warre. 


Ight-Honorable, and Honored Gentlemen, 
S Your Power and Actions render you terri- 

2 ble,but that candor and affability which you 
ſay you bearc to all, makes you acceſſible, 
and invites Addreſſes to you, even from 
thoſe who differ from you. 1 am one of the 
leaſt conſiderable of many , as to any conte- 
ſting with you,or obſtrufting your —c——— lince ſome 
of you yeſterday invited me,or any man, to a tree declaring of 
our judgements, m order to the great Aﬀaires you are now 
upon, wherein although your ſelves , as principall, are molt 
concerned, yet my ſclte and others are like to be involved in 
the ſucceſſe of your ations, both as to my temporall and eter- 
nall well-fare if I either approve or diſſent. My humble Re- 
quelt to you is, That without contracting your diſpleaſure, I 
may uſe that liberty which God and Reaſon hath allowed me, 
and your ſelves have not yet forbiden to me or others in this 
way. 


A3 Happily 


(2:1 
Hippily T might with more (afcty in filence tremble he- 
fore, aiid | wmnbly 2 1oO7e tne Juiltice and Power of the grew 
Gol, which he hath »y your meanes, and yet may carry ON 
ther againlt che fins of this Nation , vet | conſider not you 
only, but my ſelfe am highly reſponiwvle both to God and 
Man, for what you doe and [ feem to conſent unto in matters 
{'> enormous, of fo valt ard publique 1lluence, both to the 
p:efene Age and Poſterimie, 

Y ou are not ignorant thit Succefle is a great Bribe and 
Srare to the Judgement, where the hezrt is not very watch. 
full over :t fclfs, and much in Praycr to God for his wiledom 
ard Gracc, which 1s moſt ft forth in the uſtin+ Succeſſes hum- 
bly, and honeſtly, ro the advantages of Prety and Charity. 

Proſper: us Power 15 loth Te fop if {cc with moderate 
bounds, or & luſpett if ſelfc, either to want or £0Cc beyond 
the line and limits of Julhce ; It is compaſied 25>0ut with ma- 
ny applauders and flatterers who caſthc miltake the fact it 
ſelfe, or the contudence of the Azents, tor the ruic of Righte- 
ouſheſl-, and interpret Gods permiffion of what may bee 
very wicked and un-jult, as his approbation and witneſſing te 
their Jultice, 

The rule and (tandard of which (that is humane Jtſtice) 

I thinke to be fixed and unmovable, either as to thoſe geaerall 
expreſſes which are in Gods written word , or thoſe ferle 4 
Lawes of humane ſocieties, by whuch his Providence (for the 
ood of men) hath in wayes of pu>lique and Nationall con- 
ent, cleerely brought forth that hight of common and pohtick 
reaſon, which but dimly ſhines in mans heart, fingly and apart, 
the divine goodneſle contining by ſuch publique and (ctled re- 
ulations thoſe exorbitant vanetics to which mens private 
exſon, Will and Power , are prone to breake forth in the 
fulfilling of their particular Lults to the injury of their Newgh- 
bours, and the detriment of the publique good : 1 conteſle [ 
ara not able to reſolve my ſelfe, by any thing yer f..t forth , as 
to any gronnds of God's or Man's Lawcs,or your ewn ſomc- 
Knee 


(3) 
time declared Principles, fo as in the leaſt kind to juſtify what 
you formerly or lately have done, without and againſt the 
minde of the two Houſes of Parhament, yet I fee much of 
Gods light in their an4 your darknefle, of tus Order and Glo. 
rv in theſe Common Contulions. 

But there are many Perions &4 abilities far beyond miae, 
who i the point of their Priviledges are more Pertonally con- 
cerned to vindicate and aflert them , apainit the impreflions 
by force upon them, who were undoubtedly the fathers and 
fountaine of your Power, as Soldiers, and their Commiſion, 
the Limitter as well a+ Licencer of your Military Actions. 

W hat is paſt upon the Houſes, can only have ſuch a reme- 
dy and reparation as Providence thall ſce meete to grant. 

That which ſtrikes iny Soule with the greateſt horror and 
aſtondhmenr 18, how to reconcile your declared purpoles a- 
gamft che King, either with the faire opinion 1 defire v0 re- 
tmne of your Perſons, or with that common tendernefſe and 
duty which both you, and my {eltc ought to beare goward his 
Majeſty. 

The Juſtice you pretend to doe againſt him, ſeemes to mee 
molt queltionable borh for the matter or merit,as alſo for the 
manner and forme of the doing it : Since no power, that I 
know, hath ; or can under Heaven, invelt you with any Au# 
thority to doe what you ſeeme to intend, 

The Lawes of this Kingdom ( I preſume your felves con- 
feſſe and others have endently evinced ) are fully againlt you, 
z#iving no Subzets, in any Cale, Judiciall power over the life 
of their King, or his Soveraigntie, 

The Word of God (to farre 2s he hath given me to under- 
ſtand it, neither affords any Precepe , nor commends any e= 
xample, in ths kinde, to your imitation, but m both is abſo- 
tutcly againſt you : you cannot be ignorant of Davids both 
Conſcientious and Generous reſpect to Sawls ſafety and life, 
whom he lcaves to Gods Juſtice, by no uſurpation of power, 
luccefle , or oportunnies of revenge, ſuffers himſclfe ro bee 
temp-= 


£4 
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tempted to prevent the hand of God. 

Never any man 1n the Church of God, of any name 
for piety and holynclc, are recorded to have done any ſuch 
AR of violercc againit their lawtull Kings , ſuch as ours 4s 
cont11::d ro be ; never did Chrilt or his Apoltles,by praRtice 
or precept, give the lealt intimation of the will of his father, 
as aprecing to what you declare to bee your purpoſes ; yea, I 
am fully pertwaded in my Soule, that it my Saviour Jeſus 
Chritt were now hving upon Earth , he would bee utterly a- 
gainſt yonr Councels and Actions in this point ; agreeable to 
whoſe moſt holy minde, dofrine and example, all Chriſti- 
ans that have truly feared God, have allo honoured their 
Kings. 

Snch hath beene the violence of pretorian Souldicrs, Jani- 
ſfarics and Mamalukes , fſach as have followed a (eſar, ora 
Scilla, ora Mains, not knowing the minde of God in 
Chriſt : But never of any Chriftian Souldiers , living in the 
power of Godlineſle. 

So that being thus wholy deſtitute of any ſupport from 
God's word or Man's Lawes, cither for rule or example, to - 
gaine my approbation to what you meane to perpetrate in a 
way expoſed to ſo many horn aggravations : Truly I ſhould 
Thinke it not only my infinite finne to declare for you, but e- 
ven by my ſilence to betray you (in other things ſo gallane 
men) as much as 1n mee lies, to lo great, and almoſt unexpi- 
able a finne ; where you being deſtitute of any cleere grounds 
mult needs fin more againlt the clecre light which ſhines upon 
you, and againlt your proceedings ; fince to your Soules, I 
owe and beare a great Charity, next to the ſalvation Of mine 
OWNE. 

Furthermore, by my ſilence, I ſhould faile of that poore 
remainder of duty which yer lies as the laſt point of my 

wer to expictle tro my Soveraipne Lord and King , 
being one of his Suvjets, and upon whom the many 
O :hes of God doe by oblicgeing mee to deſire, and in 
all 
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all faire waics to promote His both Honoar, and Safety. 

You ſeem to take the firſt and greateſt riſe, for the ju'tit- 
cation of your proceedings from thoſe advantages of meere, 
natural, or martiall power,which arc in your hands : of which 
you can have no comfort, as any token of Gods gracious and 
ſpeciall favour to you, though never ſo proſperous, unleſlc 
you have his feare before your eyes, which teacheth you to re- 
fraine, and depart from doing evill ; by keeping the exer- 
ciſe of your Power within thoſe bounds of morall and polt- 
ticall good, to which God calls you by his Word, the Lawcs 
of the Land, and molt particularly, by your owne derived 
Commiſſion : To all which,not onely the prime tics of Con- 
ſcience to God, and Allegiance to the K1NG, but thoſe alſo 
of Honour, Faithfulnefle, Modeſt, and Limited Trult from 
the Parliament ſhould oblige you as men of true worth, and 
ſober valour, whoſe will ſhould never be the meaſure of their 
Power ( as is in Pyrats and Robbers ) but their Power is, and 
alwaics ought to be conteined in thoſe Religious and Ho» 
nourable bounds, wherein Godly men alwaies keep their 
mortified and ſubdued wills, as David did, when he ha&to 
the p-rſonall injuries offer'd to him, the advantages added 
both of Power and Opportunity againſt King SAur, for that 
of Samuel'; ſeverity againſt AG A 6, you know that neither is 
the Kin G an Agag to you, nor you as Samwel to Him. 

Your next ſupport, ſcemes to be ſctled upon the Peoples 
Petitioning, and ſeeming to Aﬀſſent to what you intend to 
doe ; when as I] am very confident, and your ſelves cannot be 
ignorant of, That if Free ſuffrages, or Subſcriptions of all the 
People were taken in the three Kingdomes, you would find 
twenty to one againſt your Judgment, and Proceedings ; and 
theſe of very grave, ſober, and conſiderable men. 

So that 1 cannot in order to my owne, and others eternall 
peace with God, but in all freedome ( yet with all meek- 
nefſe, and due reſpeRts ) but exhibit to you, as the chief Conn- 
ſellours and Managers of the preſent Deſygues againit the 

B KING, 


—«——— — 


6) © 
Kin, this my [1 and Religious Proteffation againf tt, 
and earneſt obteſtation of you ; not to bring upon yoyr ſouls, 
and the Kingdome, ( as much as in you lies ) the bloud of H1s 
MAjzESTY, the Lords Aroimed. 

That I may at leaſt, as 7o/eph of eAremuthea, keep my (elf 
unſpotred from it, whoſe voice cannot but cry as murh ſou- 
der, than any other mans unjuſtly thed ; os the bluud of 14m 
would have done if Cain had ſlain him being tis Father, in- 
ſtead of Abel his Brother, 

You know the Caveat of the wiſe King So LowonN, given 
and repcated, There 1 a way Which ſcemeth right wnto x may, 
but the end thereof are the water of death, Prov, 14. ver. 12, & 
Ch.16.v.25. 

I befeech you therefore, in the name of God, and for the 
love of J: fas Chiftt, Icvt not your bring advanced fo far be any 
hindrance to your penitent and jult retreat ; to which I think 
Cod ealls you, as by many others worthier and abler than my 
fe ; fo by this my humble Remenſtrance, in Which my un- 
feroncd charity to your fou'tes crernall good, as well as the 
KinG's ard Kinydomes remporall welfare, may, and will 
with men that have any touches of Gods Spirit in them, plead 
my <xen'e, for my thus prcfunning to contradit your Coun- 
ceks, or intercept your Proceedmes. 

Matters of fo high a nature, ſhould cither notbe artcm- 
pted, or publickfy argued, wrth the greateſt calmneſle, clear. 
nel -,znd freedome ; the laſt of which, you have fo obſtracted, 
thit moſt of thoſe Lords, and Gentlemen, who are 2s mach 
related to the K1nGs, and interefſed inthe Afﬀfarres of the 
Kingdome as your ſelves, are denied to uſe, or enjoy it. 

I befeech you to remember what mercics you proclaime to 
the world, God hath already ſhered you, and what mercics 
you m1y yer ſtand in need of what pretenſions and afſtran- 
ces of Moderation and Loyalty, yon ſometimes made to the 
K1iNG : O let not the World find in the event, that your 
pretended mercies were intended cruelties. 

After 


a) 

After ſo long and ſo hard a reſtraint which the King hath ſuf- 
fered with ſo much 'patience, after ſo many Conceſſions to his 
own diminutions, in order to the fatisfaRion of the Parliament» 
the K ing domes, and the Armies Intereſt, both joynt and ſeverall : 
how can you in cool bloud, without any colour of duc Authority 
from God or Man, deſtroy your and our King ; who caſt himſelf 
inte His Subjets Armes, and was received with all aſſurances of 
ſafety and Honour ? 

If His Majeſty erred in His Judgement or Councell, which put 
Him, as He thought, upon the neceſſary vindication of His juſt 
Rights, againſt choſe, whom He was jealous went about to de- 
prive Him of them, yet can no leſſe revenge. ſerve Subjefts upon 
their King, or Sons, towards their miſtaken Parent, then after 
long and many heavy AfMitions, utterly to deſtroy Him, and 
His ? 

Forget not (as I hope you doe not) the common Errours, to 
which all men are ſu>je& ; and thoſe notorious ones, with which, 
mutua!l re-criminations have aſperſed both Parliament and Ar- 
my, and with which we have all cauſc to fear, th: moſt jult Judge 
ef Hcaven and Earth will charge the molt preſuming Innocence 
of as all. 

O do not (tain the Renown of your valour by fo mercileſle an 
AR, as the deſtroying your K1nG ; Renowned even by ſome of 
your ſelves, for the greatneſſe of His underſtanding, and many 
other Princely vertues, and incomparable endowments, 

You are Gentlemen that pretend to walk by the rule of a good 
Conſcience before God and Man ; which muſt needes fail you, 
when God hath not given you cither any Scripturall command,or 
any Maziltratick power, over or againſt the King ; nay, you can- 
not bur feel (1 think) many checks and ſcruples, if not [triries 
to the contrary upon you, as well as other SubjeRs, by no fai- 
hngs of che K1 NG, or any earthly Power to be diſpenſed with, 

The preſage of that deluge of miſcries, likely to follow the 
ruine of the K1NG in theſe miſ-rable Kingdomes, doth not ſo 
much terrifie me. as thoſe fins which have deſerved and brought 
npon us, ſo vaſt Judgements, To all which, che Addition of this 
doth grand Sin and Judgement of deſtroying the Kin G ; aginſt 
all Lawes of God and Man, of Warre and Peace, of Valour and - 
; B 2 Honour ; 
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Honour ; muſt needs become fo far the Heavier, as ic becomes the 
more Nationall, by drawing with it the conſent of others. 

Wherefore I thought it my duty, being exempred through che 
love jof God, and Charity ro your Soules, from that ſpirit of 
Bondage, which makes too many ſervilely fear your power ; 
thus to-cendeavour as m'1ch as in me lies, to hinder the contagion 
of {o great a Sin, and ſtand in the gap, both againſt the Sin, and 
enſuing Judgments : Having no other end in theſe ſudden lines, 
but to witneſle to the Truth of Ged, (as I conceive it) to the 
Honour of the true Chriftian Religion, to my particular \ 
and Oathes of Allegiance, as allo to that Charity and Revock 
bear to the weltare of my Cewntry, and your own Perſeus, 

I had rather you ſhould ſee and prevent your ſias in ſuch glaſ- 
ſcs of free and fair Remonltrances, then hear of them too late 
by the (Tamonrs, Crrſes, and bitter Reproaches of others, or in 
the feartull Ecchees of your own moſt troubled and terrificd 
Conſciences, and the yult wrath of God upon Tow and the King- 
dome. 

I earneſtly beſcech God, the moſt wiſc and juſt diſpoſer of all 
things, (whoſe exccurive power wicked men oft unjult!y ulurp ; 
but gracious men never cnther invade or exectine, without an 
orderly Az:horuy derived either immediately trom Gol, or mc- 
diately from thole polucich, Lawes, and ietied Mag ftracies which 
acc Gods Ordexarces amor men} Him ] beſeech to look upon 
yoy in mercy, whoſe fin, with fucceſle, will make you infinucely 
mote miſerable then the K1NG, or any man can be, under the 
greateſt worldly ſufferings, which (I hope) God hath, and will 
further ſanRihe to Him, 

That great (30d and King will (I hope ) incline your hearts to 
thoſe wayes, which are clearly his wil! ; not as to private imagi- 
nations, which are various, t:lacious, and d ingerous, but as to 
thoſe publick and infallible Declarations of his Oracles, and Prove 
dence ,viz. the Scripreeres, and our Lawcs. 

With regard to both, which moſt clear and conſtant lights ; 
that which you cali Jultice againſtthe K1x 6, ſeemies to me the 
greateſt and moſt unparallel'd Injuſtice. What I humbly preſent 
toryou in a way of a moſt yult, and (at lealt) a merciful rehder- 
nclke towards your Soveraigne, and your Suuies, 15 not more 
your 


( 
your daty, than it will be both your Comfort and Commen- 
dation tor ever. 

When the world ſhall ſee your power bounded with Loy. 
alty, ſanRtified with Picty,and ſweerned with Picy, not fool:h 
and feminine, which I would have below you ; but maſculine, 
heroick, truly Chriſtian and Divine : which commands you 
to addeto your many other ViRtorics, this crown of our re- 
joycing, and your triumphs, the Conquelt of your ſelves: by 
overcomming what you conceive evill and blameable in an- 
other, with ſuch unqueſtionable goodnefſſe in your ſclves. 

Whercin I humbly entreat the God of mercies to make 
you to abound, over- powring all paſſions and frailties in you 
as men,and perfeting all graccs in you, as true Chiiltian Sub- 
jets to a Chriſtian K1NG. 

This I write, and pray, as Y 
Towr faith/ull Alonitor, 
January 5. 
1.648. and Servant , 


accoraing to the will of God, 


Joun Gaups ». 


(5) - 
ELIE EE +++ ++) 
To Cor: WW: 


Vim friendlineſſe and great Civil.ty hath given me 


ſome encouragement to entreat you, that by your 

hand theſe encloſed papers may be prom with 
my due and Chriſtian reſpetts to his Excellency, and the 
Counſell of Warre, when they next meet, my Motives to 
them, and the coments of them you will beſt underſtand, 
when you (hall pleaſe to communicate them as they are di- 
retted, I ſhall net, I hope, ſeeme when you hear or read them, 
to have made any Gaifle or uncomely uſc ; Lug favorny, in 
offering to you, and by your mediation to theme, ſuch conſude- 
rations 4s carry with them, the weizht, not only of tempo- 
rall, but cternall lives ; and the Concernment of many Souls 
«« well as Bodies, 

Sir, 1 doubt not of your faithfullneſſe in fulfilling my re- 
queſt ts you, nor yet of your Candour, in not miſ-iner- 
preting that modeſt freedome 1 have taken ; for which, as I 
have .b greateſt compulſions from within, ſo I had no ſmall 
invitations from your ſelf, and others of your Comp 
yeſterday ; when by your wonted and Commendable conneie 
you added many obligations to thoſe which you formerly had 
upon 

, Your moſt faithfull friend 
Jan.s. | 
1648, and ſervant in the Lord, 


Z 6. 


FINIS, 


